
SMS STANDARDS
 
Grade Level 7 

Subject:  Social Studies--Civics and Government
 

Standard    SS.08.CG.07 Understand how actions of the U.S. government 
affect citizens of both the United States and other countries. 

 

Blooms Level 
Understand (2)                                                      
                                                                              
 
 
                                                                              
 
Evaluate (5) 
 
 
Analyze (4) 
Create (6)                                                              
 

Skills 
-nations of the world interact with each other 
-actions of the US affect other citizens in other 
countries  
-the concept of democracy 
 
 
-defend the democratic form of government 
 
-there are both positive and negative 
characteristics of a democratic government 
when compared with other forms of world 
governments 
 
-compare and contrast 

 

Big Ideas 
-Understand how nations of the world interact with each other 
-Know how actions of the US affects other citizens in other countries  
-Understand the concept of democracy 
-Evaluate and defend the democratic form of government 
-Create/design a visual representation that illustrates the positive & negative characteristics of a 
democratic government with other forms of world governments 
 

Essential Questions 
-What other types of governments exist in the world today? 
-How do actions of the US affect citizens in other countries?  
-What are the components of democracy and how do these components differ from those of other 
forms of government? 
-Why does a democratic government create problems around the world?  
 
 
 
 
 



SMS STANDARDS
 
Grade Level 7 

Subject:  Social Studies –Civics and Government
 

Standard     SS.08.CG.07    Understand various forms of government
 

Blooms Level 
 
Understand (2) 
 
 
 
Analyze (4) 
 

Skills 
 
-there are different forms of government in the 
world today and there have been various 
governments during history 
 
-compare & contrast the government of the 
United States (democracy) with other forms of 
government in the world 

 

Big Ideas 

‐There are a number of different government systems in the world. 
 

-The democratic form of government in the United States is only one form of government 
that exists in the world today. 
 
-The democratic form of government does not exist in many other countries and this 
creates tension with other populations under other forms of government. 

 

Essential Questions 

 
-What are the other forms of government that exist in the world today? 

 
-How do other forms of government in the world function? 
 
-What are some aspects of democracy as well as other systems of government? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SMS STANDARDS
 
Grade Level 7 

Subject:  Social Studies--Economics
 

Standard       SS.08.EC.09   Understand different ways that people invest and save. 
 

Blooms Level 
 
Understand (2) 
 
 
Illustrate (2) 
 
 
Create (6) 

Skills 
 
-banks and credit unions are institutions where 
people save money and earn interest 
 
 -interest is earned from savings accounts in 
banking institutions  
 
-portfolios contain collections of stocks and 
bonds, and other investments, and these have 
the potential to generate interest income over 
the course of a set time period 

 

Big Ideas 
-Understand that depositing money into banks and credit unions will generate interest. 
 
-Banks and credit unions are institutions where people can borrow money that will need 
to be paid back to the lending institution, with interest, and possibly other fees. 
 
-Stocks, bonds, and other investments are ways that people can generate income and/or 
savings. 

 

Essential Questions 
-How do savings accounts work and how is interest calculated and paid? 
 
-What are the differences between banks and credit unions? 
 
-What are portfolios, what do they contain, and how are these components organized? 
 
-What are the pros and cons with depositing money into stocks, bonds, and other investments? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



SMS STANDARDS
 
Grade Level 7 

Subject:  Social Studies--Geography 
 

Standard       
                                

 SS.08.CG.GE.04   Understand how human modification of the physical 
environment in a place affects both that place and other places.     

 

Blooms Level 
Understand (1) 
 
 
Examine (4) 
 
 
Evaluate (5) 
 
 
 
Predict (6) 

Skills 
- humans are capable of modifying their 
environment 
 
-physical, political, climate, population, land 
use and resources maps 
 
- environmental modifications can have both 
positive or negative results 
 
- assess the value of human environmental 
modifications 
 
- changes in an ecosystem (not caused by 
human activity) might influence human 
activity 

 

Big Ideas 
-The process of urbanization affects the physical environment of a place, the cultural 
characteristics of a place, and the physical and human characteristics of the surrounding 
region 
 
-Differing points of view, self-interest, and global distribution of natural resources play a 
role in conflict over territory 

 

Essential Questions 
-What are ways in which humans modify their environment to suit their needs? 
 
-What are the ramifications of human influence and change upon Earth’s environment (both 
short and long-term)? 
 

‐How can one (or many) justify altering the environment to suit their personal needs and/or 
agendas? 
 



SMS STANDARDS
 
Grade Level 7 

Subject:  Social Studies—Social Science Analysis 
 

Standard       
                                

 SS.08.SA.01    Clarify key aspects of an event, issue, or problem through 
inquiry and research. 

 

Blooms Level 
Identify (1) 
 
Compare (2) 
 
 
 
Apply (3) 
 
 
Examine (5) 
 
 
Justify (5) 

Skills 
-recognize key elements of a issue or event 
 
-compare and contrast various aspects of an 
issue 
 
-demonstrate understanding of a controversial 
event, issue, or problem for more than one 
perspective 
 
-discuss various characteristics, causes, and 
effects of an event, issue or problem 
 
-defend position, while considering two or 
more outcomes, responses, or solutions. 

 

Big Ideas 
-Controversial events, issues, and problems often have many differing perspectives. 
 
-Information about issues can be gathered from multiple sources, including primary, secondary, 
and tertiary resources. 
 
-Issues should be defined and clarified so that dimensions are well understood. 
 

Essential Questions 
-How can perspectives differ when considering various events, issues, and problems? 
 
-What are primary, secondary, and tertiary sources? 
 
-How can one define and clarify various dimensions of issues and perspectives and why is doing 
so important? 
 
 
 
 



SMS STANDARDS
 

Grade Level 7 

Subject:  Social Studies—World History 
 

Standard       
                                

SS.08.HS.01   Represent and interpret data and chronological relationships 
from history, using timelines and narratives. 

 

Blooms Level 
Demonstrate (3) 
 
 
 
Create (6) 
 
 
 
 
 
Interpret (6) 

Skills 
-develop an understanding of important dates 
in the history of the western hemisphere  
 
-conceptualize timeline of important events in 
world history, specifically that of the western 
hemisphere, by constructing a timeline using 
dates or narratives from important historical 
characters from given periods 
 
-using primary sources from history, formulate 
opinions and conclusions as to the goals, 
purpose, and objectives of individuals or 
civilizations  

 

Big Ideas 
-Understand the political, economic, and cultural impact, and lasting influence of early 
civilizations on world development. 
 
-History is often misinterpreted, due to personal bias and misunderstanding of intentions.  
 
-Primary, secondary, and tertiary sources vary greatly in interpretation of historical events. 
 

Essential Questions 
-How are historical events from early civilizations integral to societies in the world today? 
 
-Why are objectives, desires, and intentions of historical eras often misinterpreted? 
 
-What are the differences between primary, secondary, and tertiary sources? 
 
 

 



SMS STANDARDS
 
 

Grade Level 7 

Subject:  Social Studies—World History 
 

Standard       
                                

SS.08.HS.05.01 Understand the major characteristics and historical 
influence of the early civilizations of Mesopotamia, Indus River Valley, 
Egypt, the Americas, Greece.     

 

Blooms Level 
Understand (2) 
 
 
Evaluate (5) 
 
 
 
Create (6) 

Skills 
-the Americas were inhabited long before the 
European conquistadors sailed from Europe 
 
-the meeting of the Europeans and the 
indigenous people of the Americas created 
tremendous impacts, with long-term results 
 
-imagine what the historical significance of the 
various cultures interacting had occurred 
differently 
 

 

Big Ideas 
-Indigenous people of the Americas had been living on the continents of North and South 
America for thousands of years prior to the European “discovery” of these new lands. 
-The Olmec, Maya, Aztec, and Inca were all advanced civilizations. 
-The Europeans and the indigenous people of the Americas found it very difficult to co-exist on 
the same soil. 
-God, Gold, and Glory were what motivated the European colonists. 
 

Essential Questions 
-Who were those that made up the civilizations of the Americas prior to the Europeans? 
-Who were the conquistadors and what were their motives in colonizing the Americas? 
-What impact did the various cultures experience once they shared common soil? 
-Who were the Olmec, Maya, Aztec, and Inca peoples? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SMS STANDARDS
 
Grade Level 7 

Subject:  Social Studies—World History 
 

Standard       
                                

SS.08.HS.05.02    Identify and give examples of the political, economic, and 
social characteristics of the Roman Empire, and how they are reflected in the 
law, government, economy and society of the United States. 

 

Blooms Level 
Identify (1) 
 
 
Examine (4) 
 
 
 
Compare (2) 

Skills 
-aspects of Roman Empire from its beginning 
to collapse 
 
-characteristics of the Roman Empire and those 
of the United States that are similar in nature 
 
-political, economic, and social characteristics 
of the Roman Empire with that of the United 
States 

 

Big Ideas 
-Many characteristics of United States law, government, economy, and society of the United 
States have direct roots to the Roman Empire. 
 
-Understand the importance between the organization of our society today in the United States 
with that of the Roman Empire. 
 
-There are similarities between aspects of the modern western world and those of the Roman 
Empire. 
 

Essential Questions 
-What aspects of the United States law, government, economy, and society can we trace back to 
those of the Roman Empire? 
 
-Why is it important that we interpret events, issues, and developments within and across eras of 
world history? 
 
-How was the Roman Empire organized and how is this similar to the western world today? 
 
 
 
 
 



SMS STANDARDS
 
Grade Level 7 

Subject:  Social Studies—World History 
 

Standard       
                                

SS.08.HS.05.05    Understand the major developments and societal impact of 
feudalism, the church, and the rise of cities in the European Middle Ages.     

 

Blooms Level 
Understand  (2) 
Explain (2) 
 
 
Interpret (2) 
 
 
Differentiate (4) 
 
 
 
Analyze (4) 
 
 
 
Develop  (6) 
 
 
 

Skills 
-feudalism was based upon a model in which 
protection was provided for the lower class 
(serfs) in exchange for service to the nobles 
 
-a stringent caste system was in place and there 
was virtually no movement between the classes 
 
-classes within the medieval model included 
the nobles, the church, professionals, and the 
serfs (at the bottom) 
 
-investigate the various classes within the 
feudal model and draw conclusions as to the 
costs and benefits of this model 
 
-the Church, along with the nobles, was at the 
top of the societal pyramid, and the Church 
ruled with utmost authority, at times 
dishonestly, for its own gain 

 

Big Ideas 
-Feudalism was a model based upon an exchange of land and protection, in exchange for work 
and loyalty. 
 
-The Church was responsible for a number of abuses which led to a period called the 
Reformation  
 

Essential Questions 
-What was the design of the feudalistic model? 
 
-How did the Catholic Church abuse its authority which ultimately led to the periods known as 
the Reformation and Counter-Reformation? 
 
 



SMS STANDARDS
 
Grade Level 7 

Subject:  Social Studies—World History 
 

Standard       
                                

SS.08.HS.05.06    Understand the characteristics and impact of Renaissance 
thinking, art, and learning.     

 

Blooms Level 
Understand (2) 
Interpret (2) 
 
 
 
Critique (5) 
 
 
 
 
Generate (6) 
 
 

Skills 
-the Renaissance was a “rebirth” of knowledge 
and a return to the humanist focus of the 
ancient Greeks and Romans 
 
-there were a number of artistic masters that 
were responsible for advances in the areas  of 
art, sculpture, music, science, philosophy,  and 
writing during the Renaissance that were 
unlike anything ever produced previously 
 
-develop a rationale as to why so many masters 
and artistic masterpieces came from this period 
of history 

 

Big Ideas 
-Humanism was a return to the classical learning of the Greeks and the Roman Empire. 
 
-Masters of the Renaissance include Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, and Raphael, Copernicus, 
Galileo, Donatello, Newton, along with others. 
 
-The Renaissance was a period of “rebirth” of an interest in learning, art, and science. 
 

Essential Questions 
-Who were the humanists of the Renaissance era and what influenced and drove them? 
 
-Who were some of the masters that created masterpieces during this time period and what are 
some of their contributions to modern society? 
 
-Why did so many masters emerge from the period known as the Renaissance? 
 
 
 
 


