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The Children’s Book That Started with an Egg 
 

When I thought ‘Children’s Book’, I pictured a soft bound, 16 page, illustrated short story about a cute 
little butterfly on his travels.  How surprised was I, when I glanced at the 85 page, hard cover, intricately 
illustrated, flawlessly written tome that combines fact with fiction, and science with speculation.  An 
engrossing story that entertains and educates both children and adults.  And to think this book was 
written by Middle Schoolers! 
 
This wonderful book is actually the combined efforts of many – students, teachers, parents, writers, 
scientists and butterfly experts, and it started with an egg. - a monarch egg.  The tale of Journey, the 
male monarch butterfly that was hatched, nurtured, raised and released by Sister’s Middle School 
students last year, has caused a flutter in the book community.  A tale to rival….well, there is no rival.  
No other scientifically proven, almost non-fiction story of a Western Monarch’s migration has ever been 
written.  Until now. 
 
Just last week, these tomes became available to the public through Windemere Press.  Titled “Journey’s 
Flight – One Western Monarch’s Record Setting Migration”, the proceeds from this beautifully 
illustrated book will support the Sisters Middle School’s Butterfly Project.  Capture this book for 
yourself and learn about this amazing migratory species, the threats they face and ways that you can be 
inspired to help, just like the community of Sisters, Oregon. 
 
On September 16, the village that raised a monarch, will host a ‘Book Signing’ event in downtown 
Sisters.  This free Publishing Party will be held at the Chamber of Commerce located at 291 E Main 
Avenue on Saturday from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Join us for this wonderful community event and 
perhaps you’ll see some live monarchs courtesy of our friends and partners from the Monarch 
Advocates of Central Oregon (MACO). 
 
The project started with a 5th grade writing assignment, by Special Education Teacher, Suzie Werts.  
She wanted her students to feel a part of their writing project and chose a topic that is close to 
everyone’s heart – the monarch butterfly.  Reaching out to her friend, Robert Coffan, from the Southern 
Oregon Monarch Advocates (SOMA), she envisioned a project that involved writing and learning about 
butterflies.  And boy, did Robert come through.  He provided the school with five tiny monarch eggs 
and asked the students to rear them in their classroom.   
 
Although three of the eggs didn’t make it, Ms. Werts’ students did successfully raise. tag and release a 
male and a female monarch in September of 2017.   On November 11, the male, named Journey, 
identified by tag No. A6504, was spotted in an overwintering colony at Carpinteria, California, a town 
just north of Ventura.  According to monarch advocates, this is the furthest south a monarch tagged in 
the Pacific Northwest has ever been found!   



 
“This was such a surprise!” Ms. Werts said, when she discovered that the little butterfly they had raised, 
had been located more than 700 miles away. “The entire class was so excited when they heard the news.  
This offered me the opportunity to add a geography lesson and to try to pinpoint where Journey might 
have stopped along his way. Which then led to the story, the drawings and the book.  I am so proud of 
my students, and the many others who contributed to this great book.”  
 
This multi-year project began with an idea has expanded to include a Monarch Waystation on the 
Middle School’s campus.  , and has included multiple partners.  For instance, Sister’s High School 
students stepped in to assist with the illustration and art work, author Jean Nave, the Friends of the 
Sisters Library, SOMA, MACO, Washington State University and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
‘Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program’.  This collaborative group is getting the word out about 
monarchs; their migration; the threats they face from habitat loss and pesticides.   
 
The idea for the children’s book came from writer, Jean Nave.  She and her husband have been 
associated with monarch conservation and fell in love with the drawings and narratives developed by the 
students.  Working closely with Ms. Werts, Jean incorporated all the materials, along with the science 
and data provided by #A6504 to create the book “Journey’s Flight - One Monarch’s Record-Setting 
Migration”  Published by Windemere Press and available through Amazon books starting in August, 
2017.  All proceeds from this publication will support the Sisters Middle School Buttery Program. 
 
In addition to the imaginative students, a host of characters were key to the success of this story.  You 
can meet them at the official debut of the book in Sisters on September 16th.  Perhaps you might bump 
into Dr. David G. James, Associate Professor of Entomology at Washington State University.  You 
might see Robert Coffan, the Southern Oregon Monarch Advocates (SOMA) member who procured the 
original monarch eggs, or maybe Joe Billings a naturalist, photographer and self-styled “wings warrior” 
who first spotted Journey in Southern California,  Shake hands with the teacher who started it all…Susie 
Werts and her brilliant class and have a piece of cake with Jim Anderson, the 89 year old naturalist and 
central Oregon legend.  But don’t forget to get an autograph from author and illustrator Jean Russell 
Nave and Loree McCawley, the book’s contributing editor. 
 
Congratulations to everyone involved.  This just shows how it takes a village to raise a monarch. 
 
Learn more about these fascinating migratory insects and the benefits they provide to the ecosystem at 
https://www.fws.gov/savethemonarch/ 
 
 
Check out this video of the change from caterpillar to butterfly on YouTube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XWFFTuX5gQ 
 
Late Bloomers TUMBLR piece   http://bit.ly/2fYu6Eu 
 
Sisters Middle School Photo Gallery of Pollinator Way Station 
http://sms.sisters.k12.or.us/pages/Sisters_MS/SMS_Classes/Grade_5/Images__Slideshows_/05-27-
2016_Monarch_Waystation 
 
 
 
Home Page feature   11/16/16   Journey's Journey 
 
Students from the Sisters Middle School just received some great news!  Their children’s book is 
published and available on-line.  “Journey’s Flight – One Western Monarch’s Record Setting Migration” 
tells the tale of a male Monarch butterfly (A6504) hatched in their classroom and located 700 miles 



away in Southern California. The students, guided by their teacher, Susie Werts, and author Jean Russell 
Nave, produced an educational book on Journeys’ transformation from caterpillar to cocoon to butterfly 
and his magnificent migration to an overwintering colony at Carpinteria, a town just north of Ventura. 
According to Monarch advocates, this is the furthest south a Pacific Northwest tagged Monarch has been 
found! Learn more about this partnership and how we are conserving and protecting Monarchs. 
 
 
 
 
 


