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JOURNEY'S FLIGHT:  

A STORY OF COLLABORATION, AUTHENTIC LEARNING, AND A LITTLE MAGIC 

by Leah Plack  

Jean Nave knows a thing or two about communication. Over the course of her career, 
she has worked in sales, motivational speaking, as a cable television host and 
published author. So, when the time came to step back from her professional career 
to take care of her health, Jean looked for opportunities to use her skills and 
experience to help others. Her first project was publishing a series of books, titled 
Harry and Lola, to benefit her local Scottie rescue. When a young boy named Kellen 
fell in love with her stories, a new volunteer opportunity emerged. 

Kellen’s mom, Susie Werts, is a special education 
teacher at Sisters Middle School. At the urging of her 
son, Susie contacted Jean. Jean, herself dyslexic, was 
immediately drawn to Susie’s work as an educator and 
advocate for students with learning differences. 
Together, they collaborated on publishing a book written 
by Sisters Middle School students. The first book focused 
on students in the special education classroom, and 
subsequent books included students from the broader 

school population. Their more recent publication Journey’s Flight, inspired by the 
discovery of a tagged butterfly on the schoolyard, tells fictional stories about a real-
life phenomenon: the yearly migration of monarch butterflies. 

https://oregonscience.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=totdSlJAUNJkLHjdIikiThpFXNDd076kuaSqefKJqXJwp7FTlMPrtFUkvLPFvpfOsdQvimVYHxgOe4T9vnSHcEG8pj7n7sQfG9P6BCeCABE%3d


In order to prepare for writing the book, Jean, Susie and Sisters 
students got to work researching monarch butterflies. As Jean 
remembers, “I didn’t know a thing about monarch butterflies other 
than they were pretty!” She spent the next month learning more, so 
that she would be able to help student writers who had already spent 
the last four months researching. Her next task was to coach student 
writers through the process of creating fictional stories based on 
scientific concepts. Jean found that key strategies were to start with 
an idea and let the students build off of it and make it their own, and 
to create a safe space where students could share ideas. Jean told us, “You have to 
get them moving and they have to feel safe. These were kids I didn’t know, so you 
have to create a safe environment where they won't be told it’s a dumb idea.” 

Jean discovered that current technology can provide 
fantastic tools for self-publishing. Jean published 
Journey’s Flight, as well as her other books, 
through CreateSpace. Using CreateSpace, Jean was 
able to take the stories of the Sisters Middle School 
students and turn them into a real, tangible book 
that could be purchased through Amazon. This 
elevated the project to another level in the eyes of 
the students and their community. Jean recalls, “We 
saw the magic of being ‘really’ published. Where I 

really saw magic was with the parents....every kids’ parents have said, ‘Wow, my son 
or daughter is wanting to come to school for the first time in years!’” 

As it turns out, there is research that supports this 
observation of how engaging authentic learning 
opportunities can be. A two-year study with 2nd and 
3rd grade students in a science class showed that 
students who engaged in reading and writing that 
was more authentic had greater growth in reading 
comprehension and writing (Duke, Purcell-Gates, 
Hall & Tower 2007, full article linked below). The 
researchers defined authentic literacy as two-part: students engage in authentic 
literacy tasks, and with authentic texts. Authentic tasks serve a real-life purpose for 
an audience outside of the classroom, such as writing an informational brochure or a 
nonfiction article. Authentic texts are real-world texts that serve a specific purpose, 
like a newspaper, or for younger students, texts that are very similar in style and 
language while being age-appropriate. The key to the magic of authentic literacy: 
students are interacting with and creating materials that are meant for an audience 
outside of their classroom. 
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For Jean, helping students write for a global 
audience was indeed magical. She says, “My dream 
is to help inspire a few more teachers to make some 
bigger magic that they had never dreamed of 
making. I hope to light a fire under somebody. As an 
outsider, what I am seeing is that the science 
education community is adapting and adjusting to 
the new world opportunities for kids, and that’s 

really exciting.” If you’re interested in publishing a book with your students, Jean is 
here to help! You can catch her keynote address at our upcoming Fall Conference on 
Science Education, where she will go more in depth into how Journey's Flight was 
created, and the impact that it has had on her community. Jean has also graciously 
offered to lend her personal support to any teachers who might want to try self-
publishing, including help with creating a book cover. You can reach her at 
harryandlolabooks@gmail.com. 

Duke, N. K., Purcell-Gates, V., Hall, L. A., & Tower, C. (2007). Authentic literacy 
activities for developing comprehension and writing. Reading Teacher, 60(4), 344-355. 

 
OSTA FALL CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE EDUCATION  

Do you have a passion for science education? Are you a current or future leader at 
your school, district or at the state level? Do you have questions about how to 
implement the Next Generation Science Standards? Are you excited to share ideas 
from your classroom, school or district with colleagues from across the state? If you 
answered yes to any of these questions, the OSTA Fall Conference on Science 
Education is for you!  
 
Follow the links below for more information about each of the OSTA sponsored 
events. Come join us for one event or all three days! Registration rates are 
discounted through September, so register early and save.  
 

October 11  

• Early Registration and Networking at Rogue Ales Bayfront Public House 

October 12  

• Conference Sessions at Newport Middle School 
•  
o Visit our website for information on conference strands and Friday 

sessions 
o Enjoy exhibitor displays and scavenger hunt 
o Afternoon refreshments sponsored by the OSU/Marine Studies Initiative 

https://oregonscience.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=K8QyQTqWg%2bj1Qj%2bgBesTHoGNuCZnPNzpmuuLI7103x7DVFSDEBYE3oNs8%2bseODxATV1e09Lu4lcwHwG0FjCw%2bs1Lcz3vGrXl8ZMcUgtf8p0%3d
https://oregonscience.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=K8QyQTqWg%2bj1Qj%2bgBesTHoGNuCZnPNzpmuuLI7103x7DVFSDEBYE3oNs8%2bseODxATV1e09Lu4lcwHwG0FjCw%2bs1Lcz3vGrXl8ZMcUgtf8p0%3d
mailto:harryandlolabooks@gmail.com
https://oregonscience.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=ex%2fZJX0ZTc4trbGhgf2g2mL%2bzRj2%2fkeKd%2b34mR%2bw36eUvjL%2fiddwg64iozLu2H4%2bzyPf9W63OPxZ5ayoxujmAb%2frYFrcLe3bG4axQ%2bNp%2bGs%3d
https://oregonscience.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=ex%2fZJX0ZTc4trbGhgf2g2mL%2bzRj2%2fkeKd%2b34mR%2bw36eUvjL%2fiddwg64iozLu2H4%2bzyPf9W63OPxZ5ayoxujmAb%2frYFrcLe3bG4axQ%2bNp%2bGs%3d
https://oregonscience.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=7OZnpC0Op7QwF3NECMXddzqCHvPd8hyQGuFpJ6xnFckiJIsenpKmdvclxBnG8rjoMrRo3U054m%2fBUOhDbUXT%2fDh4xelBuzx0kLOE9twkT4w%3d
https://oregonscience.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=xpM85trYDxmeUOp%2feAiSbZNza1BO9sXBIjjFIv1fp%2bOTJu%2faiHiDf1%2fmCx1U%2b9S0rLHnmrwVtnRSh%2f2gWirhzIDBHmqNsf6p07B264LP%2bGM%3d
https://oregonscience.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=sOSMTucny3FZRAhmcZeWOgkzwp5cHNDRlUTjd5vbohj2kaJlCiLHhIeVohoZvoO6TX9TRIDF8ZTpER%2fWx%2fBu%2bO6ZJKXxE5s02NwHNDnR9%2bk%3d
https://oregonscience.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=sOSMTucny3FZRAhmcZeWOgkzwp5cHNDRlUTjd5vbohj2kaJlCiLHhIeVohoZvoO6TX9TRIDF8ZTpER%2fWx%2fBu%2bO6ZJKXxE5s02NwHNDnR9%2bk%3d

	Journey's Flight, OSTA Fall Conference, OSTA Awards, OSTA Elections, New Logo, Giveaways
	/
	JOURNEY'S FLIGHT: A STORY OF COLLABORATION, AUTHENTIC LEARNING, AND A LITTLE MAGIC
	OSTA FALL CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE EDUCATION 
	NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN FOR 2018 OSTA AWARDS
	OSTA ELECTION NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN!
	NEW OSTA LOGO
	ANYONE NEED GENTLY USED LAB TABLES?
	OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY MARINE STUDIES INITIATIVE
	TGIF TEACHER PARTY
	LEAP INTO SCIENCE
	EXPLORE, INQUIRE, & EXPERIENCE LEARNING: HJ ANDREWS FOREST DISCOVERY TRAIL
	2018 ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE
	CELESTRON BINOCULAR GIVEAWAY
	CENTRAL OREGON REGIONAL TEACHER COLLABORATIVE
	CHICKTECH OFFERING A FREE YEAR-LONG PROGRAM FOR PORTLAND AREA FEMALE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
	GENES IN SPACE PDX TEACHER WORKSHOP
	UPCOMING SCIENCE EVENTS AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
	THIS MONTH'S PHENOMENON: THE EERY ORANGE SUN


