
 

 

 

October Newsletter  
A Note from the Principal  

Dear SMS Families,  

In the blink of an eye, we have already completed our first month of school.  We are so happy to 
have all of your students here, and to see them thriving only five weeks into school is wonderful. 

Thank you to all of the families who have collaborated in meetings, volunteered, and attended 
open house.  We are thankful for your partnership and investment in our school which in-turn 
strengthens the educational landscape for your students.  As you were at school, I  hope you 
noticed several of the beautification and remodel projects that were carried out over the summer. 
The students continue to take pride and be excited about all of the new learning spaces. 

In this months newsletter you will find information on progress reports, after school clubs, 
attendance, our new faculty members, important dates and more! 

Your partner in education and community enhancement, 

Ms. Baglien 

Progress Reports & Canvas  

Progress reports are intended to provide students and their parents with a snapshot of the 
student’s performance. Progress reports are not final grades, they are issued at four to five week 
intervals in the semester to help students and parents identify areas of challenge so that steps can 
be taken to improve performance before the end of the term.  We are issuing progress reports 
three times a semester for those students receiving a D or F in a class(es). 

You can also stay up to date on your child’s progress through Canvas, if you need assistance 
with joining Canvas, please visit the following link: tiny.cc/sms-canvas. 

http://tiny.cc/sms-canvas
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After School Clubs  

Sisters Folk Festival will be offering a Strings after school club, it will run from 10/29-12/20.  
There are a limited number of spaces, first come first serve for 5th & 6th grade students.  More 
information for the program can be accessed by contacting the following individuals. 

 

Chess Club will begin the first week in November.  It will be held on Wednesday mornings at 
Sisters Middle School.  Chess Club is open to students in grades K-12.  Transportation for 
elementary students will be provided.  Please contact Jennifer King for more information: 
kingjr@mac.com 

SMS is looking at after school options to offer math support for students in need of extra 
assistance.  If you would be interested in such services, please contact our 7th & 8th grade math 
instructor Jonathan Kelly: jonathan.kelly@sisters.k12.or.us 

Attendance  

One of the most important things your child can do to achieve academic success is also one of 
the most basic: come to school every day! In fact, several studies have shown that your child's 
attendance record may be the biggest factor influencing their academic success.  While we did 
have a September “bug” going around, please send your child to school whenever they are well.  
If you have questions on when or when not to send your child to school due to past or current 
illness, please contact Nurse Roy. 

SMS Parent Collaboration Team  

Our school is forming a parent council that will allow for parents to actively participate, serve, 
and contribute to the functioning and organization of the school.  By providing a strong and 
cohesive parent body, the Parent Collaboration Team will support the teacher-student 
relationship, and the work of the school and its mission. Our school goals for the 2018-2019 

mailto:kingjr@mac.com
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school year are focused around student wellness, increasing student achievement and community 
engagement. 

Outlaw Character Development Theme of the Month  

Octobers character development area of focus for the month is including others/kindness.  Ask 
your student how they are treating others with kindness or are looking to see all students are 
included. 

Lockdown  

Later next week we will be reviewing and practicing our lockdown procedures.  I want to share 
this information with families so you too can share with your child about the importance of 
safety protocols. 

New Staff  

I have the distinct pleasure of working hand in hand with some tremendously talented staff that 
I’d like to recognize.  We have four new faculty members and I’d like to allow them to introduce 
themselves.  They have already been a great compliment to an already fantastic staff.  Your 
children are lucky to be in such great hands! 

Jonathan Kelly 

My name is Jonathan Kelly and I teach 7th and 8th grade math here at Sisters Middle School. This 
is my fifth year in education after working as an instructional assistant, academic intervention 
specialist, after-school program coordinator, and student teaching. I received my Masters of Arts 
in Teaching degree from Pacific University in Forest Grove, Oregon, where I lived for 3 years 
before moving to Central Oregon. I am originally from Charlevoix, Michigan, a tiny town about 
the size of Sisters in Northern Michigan. I’m excited to be teaching middle school math – the 
content can be very fun and practical and the students can be a lot of fun to work with. I’m 
looking forward to a successful school year, and please don’t hesitate to contact me with any 
questions or concerns.  
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Kristin Henry 

I was born and raised in Seattle, WA where I graduated from Western Washington University 
with a degree in English. I’ve taught English and Social Studies at the high school and middle 
school level over the past eight years, as well as taught English abroad. Before moving down to 
Oregon last year I was an 8th grade Language Arts and Social Studies teacher in Redmond, WA. 

Stephanie Kind 

When I joined the teaching profession 23 years ago to help families navigate the teen learning 
years, it was after realizing it was my calling. At the time of that realization, I was working as a 
sports reporter for the Anchorage Daily News in Alaska, interviewing high school student-
athletes, as well as college athletes, local sports enthusiasts and even dog mushers. So many 
teens, in particular, opened up to me with their personal stories when I was reporting that I felt it 
was important for me to join a profession in which I could affect teens in a positive way. Outside 
of the classroom, I am an avid cross-country skier, hiker and writer. My education background 
includes a BA in Journalism from the University of Montana, a Master's Degree for Information 
Technology in Education from Western Oregon University, and teaching certifications in three 
states: Alaska, Oregon and Indiana. I initially moved to Central Oregon in 2001 and after a stint 
in Indiana, returned to Central Oregon this year and am very excited to be at Sisters Middle 
School!   

Kevin Feist 

I am starting my first year teaching at Sisters Middle School and as the Head Baseball Coach at 
Sisters High School.  This is my 30th year teaching overall.  Last year I worked for Baker Web 
Academy in Bend and the previous 18 years I taught and coached in Burns.  I am very excited 
about becoming a Sisters Outlaw and I look forward to many great memories in Sisters.  I have 
been married to my wife Toni for 32 years and we have 2 Sons and 1 Daughter that are in college 
at this time.  Of course, I can’t forget my dog, Brandy.  She is an 11 year old German Shorthair 
that is spoiled rotten.  When I am not teaching or coaching, I enjoy spending time with my 
family. 

Learning that Inspires  

5th Grade Cross-Curricular Project: Fifth grade students in Sisters are participating in a unit 
of study to commemorate the Capitol Christmas Tree, also known as the People's Tree, coming 
from the nearby Willamette National Forest. Tanya Young, our fifth grade science teacher, and 
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Judy Fuentes, middle school art teacher, are teaming up to share this historic event with Sisters 
Middle School fifth graders. 

In science class, students are learning about the size and scope of the Willamette National Forest, 
its special places, and unique characteristics.  Students are showing their support by creating 
ornaments of their own in art class for the Capitol Tree.. Students and teachers are thrilled to 
support Sweet Home (the trees location)  and be part of this memorable event. This is only the 
second time that the Capitol tree has come from Oregon. The last time was in 2002 when the tree 
was selected from the Umpqua National Forest. It is the first occasion in lives of the fifth graders 
that the Capitol tree is coming from their home state. 

 

ECoS:  Our ECoS elective group had their first expedition in September.  Below are student 
quotes about their experience.  Thank you to our teachers and interns whom participated on the 
trip as well as the volunteers.  These reflective, well-rounded students are making our Outlaw 
community proud! 

“I feel like climbing the summit really made our group stronger as a team.  Halfway up I was 
ready to give up.  My teammates motivated me enough to keep going.  I feel like I’ve grown 
stronger as a person and as a team player.”  “I was a little nervous for this trip.  I learned that if 
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you put your mind to it you can succeed.  Climbing Belknap Crater was one of the scariest things 
in my life.  I am afraid of heights, but I wasn’t going to let that ruin my fun.  The cave taught me 
that I can do it!”  “I made a new friend, and she is the nicest person I’ve met!”  “This weekend I 
learned that I am much tougher than I thought.  I learned that I really do need my personal time, 
and that I love being with my friends outdoors.”  “Everyone has a different passion and fear in 
the wilderness and that is important to remember because we are all at different points in our 
experience.” 

Notes & Dates 

● Lunchtime: If you wish to join your child for lunch, you must first complete the volunteer 
packet required by this district. 

● Lost & Found: We already have quite the collection of odds and ends, the lost and found 
is on right hand side of the cafetorium. 

● Gear Exchange:  October 6 10AM-4PM, Hike N Peaks 
● Picture retakes are on Monday, October 15th  
● Coffee & Conversation: October 17th at 9:15am in the new library-media center.  
● Conferences: Evening of October 24th and day and evening of October 25th 
● No school: October 26th  
● Spirit Week October 29th-November 2nd 

Thank you!  

● Tremendous thanks to all whom attended our Open House.  Thank you to students and 
families that were able to come and share in conversation and learning with our faculty 
and staff.  Thank you to our faculty and staff for fostering a strong home-school 
connection. 

● A massive thank you to our facilities and tech team for all of their countless hours of 
work during the remodel.  We are very thankful for your support in ensuring our student 
have had a clean, safe and tech savvy environment.  

 


	Progress Reports & Canvas
	After School Clubs
	Attendance
	SMS Parent Collaboration Team
	Outlaw Character Development Theme of the Month
	Lockdown
	New Staff
	Learning that Inspires
	Notes & Dates
	Thank you!

