
 

 

February Newsletter 
A Note from the Principal 

Dear SMS Families,  

 Congratulations to all of our students for giving their all to semester one.  As report cards begin 
to arrive at your homes this is an invaluable time to have a goal-setting conversation around 
academics, behaviors and school-life balance. One report card is not going to determine your 
child’s future, however, assisting your student in setting reasonable goals is a necessary life-long 
skill. Find areas to praise and continue to support your child’s educational journey.  A child’s 
educational journey should be filled with joy and wonder. It is a journey with peaks and valleys, 
but one that will be successfully maneuvered with the support and reassurance of all involved – 
student, teachers and parents! 

Your partner in education and community enhancement, 

Ms. Baglien 

First Semester Report Cards 

First semester report cards will be arriving by mail at the beginning of next week. 

Attendance   

Our average daily attendance in January was 95%, thank you families for exhibiting the 
importance of being at school each day! 

Our school has applied and received a Chronic Absenteeism Grant through High Desert 
Education School District.  Chronic absenteeism (CA) is defined as missing 10% or more of the 
school year whether excused, unexcused, or for disciplinary purposes.  We will be using these 
grant funds to ensure all families have students attending school each day.  Look for more 
information on our absenteeism undertakings in our March newsletter! 
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Important Handoook & Logistics Reminders 

● Cell Phones:  Student cell phones are to be off and in lockers during the school day. 
There will be a zero tolerance policy regarding phones.  If they are out during the day, 
they will be taken until the end of the day.  If a student needs to use a phone during the 
day, the main office has a phone for student use. 

● Early Dismissal: Parents and guardians, please remember that you must come in school to 
sign your child out early. 

Math Support 

Math Support 5th-8th grade math support for students in need of extra assistance will be 
offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays after school. Our 7th & 8th grade math instructor Jonathan 
Kelly (jonathan.kelly@sisters.k12.or.us), will be running the program.   

Service Learning Projects 

In January our students all took part in community outreach and service learning projects.  Our 
projects were varied but none-the-less impactful.  Projects included, but were not limited to: 
building and donating  bird feeders to the Sisters Ranger Station and the Sisters School District, 
baking dog treats for the shelter, creating a “Move Up” day for incoming 4th graders, trail 
maintenance, anti-bullying sign creation, care packages for soldiers overseas, cleaning, painting 
and positive messaging around the middle school, thank you cards for local businesses, trash 
pick up around town, cookies and songs of appreciation for local business, and thank you notes 
to furloughed government employees.  WAY TO GO OUTLAWS, continuing the cycle of 
giving that we see exemplified by our community is a heartwarming commitment! 
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State Testing 

English Learners are tested on the ELPA in March. This assessment is also used to determine 
when a student has the skills to exit the English Learner program. More information can be 
found at: http://www.elpa21.org/ 

5th-8th Graders will take The Smarter Balanced (SBAC), our statewide test, at the end of April 
and will conclude testing by mid-May. These test results provide valuable information for home 
and school alike. We strongly encourage all students to take the test as it provides such great 
insight for our school and state to use in planning and budgeting.  That being said, parents have 
the right to opt out of state SBAC testing. Opt Out forms are available in the front office of the 
school and need to be completed and returned by February 28 in order to opt out.  
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SMS Parent Collaboration Team: Hosting Open Gym for SMS Families 

Our Parent Collaboration Team hosted its inaugural event, an Open Gym for SMS Families on 
Sunday, February 3rd. What a wonderful event, there were almost 40 attendees, and we look 
forward to even more at the next event! 

Our next Parent Collaboration Team meeting is on February 6th at 2pm at SMS. 

Immunization Exclusion Day 

Immunization Exclusion Day is Wednesday February 20th, which means children who are not up 
to date on statewide required vaccinations, or do not have a valid exemption on file, will be 
excluded from attending school. If you need further information please contact Nurse Roy. 

O-Factor 2019 

The O-Factor was a smashing success! Thank you to all students that auditioned and performed, 
so proud of all the Outlaws that let their talent shine!  See photos from the O-Factor below. 

Geography Bee 

Mrs. Tisdel and Mrs. Riehle hosted our 2019, National Geographic GeoBee. The contest is 
designed to encourage teachers to include geography in their classrooms, inspire and reward 
students' curiosity about the world, and increase awareness about geography. Congrats to our 
finalists below and to Matthew Riehle, our school champion! 

 

Outlaw Character Development Theme of the Month 

February’s theme of the month is resilience.  In adolescence, many times the smallest 
interactions or outcomes can cause a multitude of emotions and reactions.  “Bounce Back!” is an 
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acronym used within Professor Helen McGrath’s resiliency program. It is rooted in the 
foundational principles of resilience, try using parts of this acronym with your student when 
trying to talk through challenging times : 
B – Bad times don’t last, and things get better. 

O – Other people can only help if you share with them. 

U – Unhelpful thinking only makes you feel worse. 

N – Nobody is perfect – not you, not your friends, not your family, not anybody! 

C – Concentrate on the good things in life, no matter how small. 

E – Everybody suffers, everybody feels pain and experiences setbacks; they are a normal part of life. 

B – Blame fairly – negative events are often a combination of things you did, things others did, and plain bad luck. 

A – Accept what you can’t change and try to change what you can. 

C – Catastrophizing makes things worse – don’t fall prey to believing in the worst interpretation. 

K – Keep things in perspective. Even the worst moment is but one moment in life. 

Community Offerings 
● There’s No Base Like Home: Local author and MVHS teacher, Alana Mendoza Dusan, 

and her sister Jessica Mendoza (ESPN baseball analyst and Olympic medalist), will be on 
campus in the COCC Library on Feb. 6th at 3:30 in honor of National Girls and Women 
in Sports Day! Alana and Jessica will discuss their new book (geared toward grades 3-6), 
There’s No Base Like Home! and the intersection of gender, cultural heritage and sports. 

● STEM Camp: Tech Trek is a science and math camp for girls entering eighth-grade in 
the fall of 2019.  The camp is application based and 48 campers will be selected from the 
tri-county area.  More information can be found at the following website 
https://bend-or.aauw.net/tech-trek-central-oregon/  and applications are available in the 
school office .  

● Roundhouse Scholarships: The Roundhouse Foundation is offering scholarships to be 
distributed to SMS students (grade 5-8) for enriching experiences. The Roundhouse 
Foundation Enrichment Experience Applications are accepted throughout the school year 
but must be received no later than 30 days prior to the experience activity. Summer 
experiences are encouraged, but applications for these activities must be submitted no 
later than May 15th.  Applications are available in the office. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Theres-No-Base-Like-Home/dp/162014588X
https://bend-or.aauw.net/tech-trek-central-oregon/
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● Sisters Folk Festival MCT is returning to Sisters Feb. 19-23, thanks to SFF's grant from 
the Oregon Community Foundation's Studio to School initiative. 

 

Middle School Art 

Mrs. Fuentes students will have art exhibited at the Grants Pass Museum. Students 
are participating in an exhibit at the Grants Pass Museum, "The Caves are Thirsty." 
It was a cooperative project where students had to research, design, share, and 
delegate the creation of their painting.  See photos below. 
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7th Grade Retreat 
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Notes & Dates 

● Important Dates:  

Monday, February 4th: Rescheduled O-Factor, 1:45pm 

Monday, February 4th-13th: Kiss O-Grams: Five Hershey’s Kisses & Note for $1  

Thursday, February 7th: AVID Family Night for AVID Students 5:30pm 

Thursday, February 7th, Wednesday, February 13th, & Wednesday February 20th: Girls 
B-Ball at SMS 

Friday, February 8th, Outlaw of the Month Assembly 

Tuesday, February 19th: Missoula Children’s Theater Begins 

Tuesday, February 26th: Professor Dr. Daniel Lowd: Presenting on Artificial Intelligence 
and Computer Science 

● Upcoming Dates:  

Service Learning Project: FAN Hygiene drive/Kiwanis Food Bank/Pennies for Patients is 
slated to begin March 1st, March 16: Science Fair, March 16: Kids Choir Festival, March 
21: Art Night 

Thank you! 

● Starry Nights! Thank you every so much to the Sisters School Foundation for putting 
together an unforgettable evening to benefit our students.  We are indebted to the 
voluntary support that has given more than $1.3million dollars to our schools over the 
year.  The time and energy that went into the evening is astounding, thank you, thank 
you, thank you! 

● Thank you to all our local business owners and community partners, we hope you felt 
“the love” during our service learning days! 

● Thank you to all students, staff, parents and community members for your contributions 
towards supporting student success during our first semester! 
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O-Factor 2019
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