
 

 

April Newsletter 
A Note from the Principal 

Dear SMS Families,  

Spring is finally here and excitement is in the air as we continue to have a wonderful year of 
learning. As always, we greatly appreciate the efforts of all within our learning community as we 
support our students in successfully meeting the high standards set before them! Our teachers 
and staff continue to challenge your students in all facets of their education.  We’ve had and 
continue to have many exciting events, goings-on and learnings, so please read to the end to keep 
up to date on all things SMS. 

Your partner in education and community enhancement, 

Ms. Baglien 

SMS Expo, April 11th 

Come one, come all to the SMS Expo!  It will be a wonderful evening--our faculty, 
staff and students have worked diligently to prepare a memorable time! Also, if 
you are available and interested to volunteer Thursday for the Expo please sign-up 
here: https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/20F0D48ABAA2EA1F58-smsexpo 
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SMS Saturday Spectacular, April 13th 

● Open Gym  hosted by the Parent Collaboration Team 2:30pm-4pm 
● Gary Hirsch Paint Out 4pm-5:30pm 

 

Parent Collaboration Team: SMS Open Gym April & May 

Open Gym: The Parent Collaboration Team will be hosting Open Gym times for SMS families 
on April 13th and May 17th. 

Thank you to the Parent Collaboration Team and other volunteers for the kindness extended to 
faculty and staff.  The PCT orchestrated a “stock the fridge” event to provide snacks and drinks 
to teachers the week before Spring Break in thanks for all they do. 

 

For more information on the Parent Collaboration Team and being a part of the team or a 
volunteer, feel free to reach out to Regan Roberts, reganaroberts@gmail.com. 
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State Testing 

We begin our state standardized testing this week.  To affirm, state test results do not affect 
student grades and are only one of many measures we use in determining a student’s academic 
program. They are one piece of data that we use to assess how students are progressing toward 
meeting the learning standards set by the state of Oregon.  Simply put, we use these scores to 
aide in instructing your child to the best of our abilities. 

Testing tips! The night before:  Help your child get to bed on time. Research shows that being 
well-rested helps students do better.  Help children resolve immediate arguments before going to 
bed.  Keep your routine as normal as possible. Upsetting natural routines may make children feel 
insecure.  Mention the test to show you’re interested, but don’t dwell on it.  Plan ahead to avoid 
conflicts on the morning of the test. The morning of the test:  Get up early to avoid rushing. Be 
sure to have your child at school on time.  Have your child eat a good breakfast but not a heavy 
one. Research shows that students do better if they have breakfast before they take tests.  Be 
positive about the test. Acknowledge that tests can be hard and that they’re designed so that no 
one will know all of the answers. Explain that doing your best is what counts. The important 
thing is to make your child comfortable and confident about the test. 

April 11-12, 8th Grade Science April 25-26, 5th Grade Science 

April 29-May 1, 6-8th Grade LA May 6-7, 6-8th Grade Math 

May 8-10, 5th Grade LA May 13, Make-ups for 6-8 May 15-17, 5th Grade Math 

Updated Calendar 

Per the snow days altering our calendar, please make note of the below, we no longer have 
conferences in May and the last day of school is a half-day on June 20th. 
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Progress Reports  

Our next progress reports will go out the week of April 16th.  We have 51 days of school left, 
make sure you are having ongoing conversations with your student and faculty about how they 
can be most effective in our annual educational journey. 

Attendance   

Tomorrow is our Attendance Matters Kick-Off assembly.  We continue to solicit feedback from 
students on how we can make school a desired and thriving learning environment.  

Here are ways you can help keep students learning:  1.) Find out if your child feels engaged in 
their classes. 2. )Make sure he/she is not missing class because of social dynamics.. 3.) Stay on 
top of academic progress and seek help from teachers if necessary. 4.)  Encourage meaningful 
afterschool activities, including sports and clubs. 5.) Communicate regularly with the school  6.) 
Know the school’s attendance policy – incentives and penalties  6.) Check on your child’s 

attendance to be sure absences are not piling up.    

Forecasting Sheets for 2019-2020 School Year 

Reminder: All 7th and 8th grade students need to return their signed forecasting sheets to our 
counselor, Mr. Jackson. 

8th Grade Dates 

More information will be mailed to 8th grade families, but here are dates to put on the calendar. 

Thursday, May 2nd: Ashland Overnight Trip  

Wednesday, June 12th: Awards Breakfast 

Friday, June 14th: 8th Grade Olympics  

Monday, June 17th: Last Day of 8th Grade 

Monday, June 17th: Promotion Ceremony & Promotion Celebration (hosted by 8th Grade Parent 
Committee) 
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Outlaws in Action: We are Proud of You! 

 
Last month I received an email from our 7th grade science teacher Mr. Jensen that he had several 
students that would like to schedule a meeting with me.  Molly Greaney, Presley Adelt, and 
Devan Hepburn created a PowerPoint and presented to me their vision, “We want to reduce 
plastic waste in our school and raise awareness of what we are doing to affect the planet. 
Students at Sisters Middle School are not very aware of how much waste they create or just don’t 
care. We are creating a plan to advise students to help cut down the amount of plastic we use 
every day.”  The eco-visionary trio shared that they were spurred on by their learnings in class 
and a documentary they’ve seen.  Since sharing their plan, they marketed their idea, shared data 
on waste and need for recycling with each grade level, and have collected at least one recycling 
can full of plastic waste each day since their projects inception. 
 
Thank you Molly, Presley and Devan for your impact on our school, community and earth!  I 
encourage all student to seek a “better way”, to be creative in your thinking and to know I’m 
always available to hear your ideas on how to improve our school. 

Outlaw Character Development Theme of the Month 

April’s theme of the month is self-advocacy .  Self-advocacy is speaking up for oneself. It means 
having the ability and information to get what you want or need to be successful. It refers to 
knowing what rights you have, who can assist you, and having the power to enforce those rights. 

School-Home Connection: Discuss the concept of values with students.  Personal values are an 
important part of development. In this context, have your child share how they feel about school, 
their social life, and long term plans and the connectedness to their values. Further, discuss how 
maturity and have future life experiences may change their thinking, but staying true to ones 
values is how someone can self-advocate. 
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Career Exploration Volunteers 
Our two counseling interns, Cristin Childress and Lindy Weddel, have created an 
awesome career exploration unit for our 8th graders.  They have several virtual and 
live guest speakers lined up to share knowledge, hands on experiences and answer 
questions during the April 11th-May 9th time period.  They are still looking for a 
few more volunteers to share on “Speaker Day” May 9th, all interested parties 
should contact Cristin at cristin.childress@sistersk-12.org. 

Recycled Percussion Field Trip 

Thank you to the Sisters School Foundation in conjunction with our Studio to 
Schools Grant through Oregon School Foundation for sending our whole school to 
a performance of Recycled Percussion.  What a joy this field trip was for all, a 
highlight was definitely the teacher dance off! 
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Notes & Dates 

● Important Dates:  

April 10th: Kim Stafford, Poet Laureate Visit for 5th Grade in Lecture Drama Room (1st 

Period) 

April 11th: SMS Expo 

April 11th & 12th: 8th Grade Science Testing 

April 13th: Open Gym hosted by Parent Collab. Team 2:30-4pm, Gary Hirsch Ted Talk 

& Mural 4:00pm-5:30pm 

April 16th: Outlaw of the Month Assembly 

April 24th & 25th: Spring Author Visit: Charise Mericle Harper; Wednesday Assembly 

from 1:55-2:45pm & Thursday will be 5th & 6th Grade Writing Workshops 

April 25th-26th: 5th Grade Science Testing 

April 26th-28th: ECoS Coast Expedition 

April 29th-May 1st: 6th-8th Grade LA Test 

April 29-Friday, May 3: Screen Free Week 

● Upcoming Dates:  

Faculty & Staff Appreciation Week: May 6-10 

Thank you! 

● Thank you to our “village”, we are thankful for all those who make SMS a better place! 

 

 


