
 

 

 

October Newsletter 
A Note from the Principal 

Dear SMS Families,  

We have had a very fruitful start to our school year and now that the weather is starting to cool 

down we are working into a solid school routine. We would like to thank all of you who were 

able to come out for our open house. We had a great turnout and our teachers appreciated time to 

share and engage with you all. 

Middle school is an unmatched time in development, as your students transition from childhood 

to adolescence. At this pivotal stage, we act as the conduit between elementary and high school 

graduation. Our students are beginning to define their identity, seek more independence, and 

discover their passions. It is the ideal time to set the foundation for the future by building strong 

work habits, pursuing varied interests, and establishing a love for learning. A huge part of your 

students holistic growth comes from our partnerships with you all at home. We are a team, and 

we look forward to opportunities to collaborate with you for your student’s success.   

In a couple of weeks we will capitalize on collaboration by way of student led conferences.  You 

will hear from teachers in this next week to schedule your child’s conference.  Student led 

conferences are as literal as stated, students share their academic progress and goals for the year 

with their parents.  Teachers support students in their preparation and facilitation of the 

conference.  The conference should be the springboard of a longer and ongoing conversation 

with your student about how they can be as successful as possible for the school year. 

As we look ahead to the rest of October there are many exciting and important school goings on, 

so please read through the entirety of the newsletter. 

Your partner in education and community enhancement, 

Ms. Baglien 
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Conferences 

Our October conferences, held on October 23
rd

 and October 24
th

 are student led conferences.  

Your child’s teacher(s) will be reaching out to you in the next week to schedule the conference.  

Student led conferences are a way for students to take accountability for their learning while 

collaborating with staff and parents for a wraparound approach to assist your child in reaching 

their greatest potential.  

Progress Reports & Canvas 

Progress reports are intended to provide students and their parents with a snapshot of the 

student’s performance. Progress reports are not final grades, they are issued at four to five week 

intervals in the quarter to help students and parents identify areas of challenge so that steps can 

be taken to improve performance before the end of the term.  We are issuing progress reports for 

those students receiving a D or F in a class(es). 

You can also stay up to date on your child’s progress through Canvas, if you need assistance 

with joining Canvas, please visit the following link: tiny.cc/sms-canvas. 

PSU-Problem Solving University 

Problem Solving University is a new Sisters Middle School support system for all students: 

● PSU is not a discipline or referral action 

● PSU is not professional counseling, medical or mental health care 

● PSU is a place where students can build social-emotional skills and receive behavioral 

and academic planning assistance 

To find out more information about this problem solving model, go to:  

www.livesinthebalance.org/parents-families  

 

 

 

 

http://tiny.cc/sms-canvas
http://www.livesinthebalance.org/parents-families
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AVID-Achievement Via Individual Determination 

AVID is a college and career readiness program that will teach our students the necessary skills 

needed to be successful in a global society. Some of those skills your 6th-8th graders are exposed 

to will include: focused note taking, organization, time management, critical reading and critical 

writing.   

Before and After School Clubs   

Outlaws Chess Club will be starting on Wednesday October 2nd. We will 

meet every Wednesday at the Sisters Middle School at 8:30am. All levels of 

players are welcome and all grade levels are welcome. Elementary students 

will take the school bus to the elementary school. 

Please direct any questions to Jennifer King - jenniferkingsisters@gmail.com 

541-923-4567 

 Come join the UNPLUGGED GAMERS CLUB. If you like to play games or want to learn new 

games, we’re the club for you. You can play Dungeons & Dragon, Magic the Gathering, Pig 

Pong, Exploding Kittens, Superfection, Topple, Rummikub and More!! Any game is welcome as 

long as it only takes the power of your mind. Club meets on Mondays and Thursdays after school 

until 4:45 in the SMS Library.  

The fall Strings Program will be sending out information in the very near future for those 

interested in learning a strings instrument.  More information on cost, dates and participation will 

be sent out via School Messenger. 

Attendance 

One of the most important things your child can do to achieve academic success is also one of 

the most basic: come to school every day you can!  Strive for 95%--try and ensure your child is 

here 95% of the time, that means missing no more than 2 days a quarter! In fact, several studies 

have shown that your child's attendance record may be the biggest factor influencing their 

academic success.   If you have questions on when or when not to send your child to school due 

to past or current illness, please contact Nurse Roy. 
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State Assessment 

In 2010, Oregon adopted higher K-12 standards in English Language Arts and Math to ensure all 

students move from grade to grade with the academic knowledge and skills necessary for success 

beyond high school.  Because the bar was raised the stated changed the way we measure student 

progress through our state tests, known as Smarter Balanced.  To learn more about Smarter 

Balanced please visit our website http://ssd6.org/departments/studentservices/sba/ 

SMS Parent Collaboration Team  

Our school formed a parent council that will allow for parents to actively participate, serve, and 

contribute to the functioning and organization of the school.  By providing a strong and cohesive 

parent body, the Parent Collaboration Team will support the teacher-student relationship, and the 

work of the school and its mission. For more information on participating and volunteering with 

the Parent Collaboration Team please contact, Regan Roberts at reganaroberts@gmail.com . 

Fall Book Fair  

Come join us for the Scholastic Book Fair at Sisters Middle School.  The fair will be open 

10/7/19 through 10/10/19 from 30 minutes before school starts and 30 minutes after school ends.  

On 10/8 the fair will also be open from 4:00pm until 6:00pm. 

September Assembly 

Sisters Folk Festival shared their music with our schools on the first Friday back to school in 

September.  The music was outstanding and very much 

appreciated by students, staff and furry friends.  

 

 

 

http://ssd6.org/departments/studentservices/sba/
mailto:reganaroberts@gmail.com


5 

 

 

 

 

Learning that Inspires 

 

The first ECoS Expedition to Belknap Crater and the 

McKenzie Pass area was a terrific success.  Students practiced 

navigating in the woods with a map and compass, learned 

about mountain ecology, the geology of the Cascade Mountain 

range, summited a peak, and even rappelled into a volcano to 

explore its system of lava tube caves (where we read Plato and 

then squirmed out on our bellies for 80 feet).  New friendships 

were formed, yummy food was ingested,comfort zones were 

stepped out of.  We're looking forward to our backpacking 

expedition in mid-October! 

The SOLE group decided to brave the weather and head out to 

Mill Creek beyond Prineville, just before the Ochocos.   Luckily, we were able to backpack into 

our campsite and set up before the weather rolled in.  During our 12-mile day hike, we 

experienced rapid cycles of weather throughout the day.   We had all kinds of weather that 

changed from sun to hail to snow and back again to sun.  The weekend was topped off as we 

awoke to an inch of fresh snow Sunday morning.   "Adversity creates the experience" is one of 

the SOLE mottos and this weekend that rang true.  This is the first group that did not complain 

about the adversity and just embraced it like champs.  As we checked in about the experience the 

students consistently described the trip as "unforgettable" and "amazing."  SOLE is a unique 

experience that is made available through generous grant funding and a school district that 

supports experiential learning opportunities.  But thank you most of all to the kids that made this 

trip unforgettable for myself and Mr. Roth.         

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Fuentes Art Trip into Sisters was a hit! 7th and 8th grade artists enjoyed a gallery day 

downtown hosted by Sisters Gallery and Helen Schmidling. Students were able to view artworks 

at 4 different galleries!  Helen Schmidling coordinated artists to meet with students at The 

Wildflower Gallery, Clearwater Gallery Hood Avenue, and Sisters Gallery.  Mel Archer, Paul 

Bennet, and Dan Rickards were among the professional artists offering students the opportunity 

to engage and explore artworks and even techniques!  At Sisters Gallery students were guided to 

cut glass that will be fused into an art piece by Mel Archer. Paul Bennet sat on the floor of the 

gallery with students drawing them with his paintbrush. We often draw each other in class so it 

was confirming to see an artist do this.  As small groups of students visited the galleries, artists 

shared their stories and styles with students. We could not have enjoyed such an enriching 

experience without the support of the Sisters artist community, the Sisters Folk Festival, and the 

parent volunteers.  THANK YOU to all that helped make this day happen for our students! 
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Year Long Movie Series at Sisters Middle School  

Like: October 14
th

, Angst: December 9
th

, Finding Kind: February 3
rd

, Upstanders: April 13
th 

 (All Movies will Begin at 6pm) 
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SMS Sports 

ASB cards are available for $10.00 to middle school students.  The cards will allow the student 

into regular scheduled high school home games without having to pay admission. Just show your 

card to the admissions window Endowment and playoff games do not qualify for free admission. 

Winter Sports Information: Online registration is now open for 7
th

 -8
th

 Boys Basketball!!!!  

Season begins 10/28/19 and Girls 7
th

-8
th

 Basketball and 6
th

-8
th

 Wrestling will begin in January. 

***Please note, all 5
th

-6
th

 Basketball registers with SPRD!!!*** 

Eligibility to participate on any SMS athletic team requires the following: 

Cleared Athletic Physical on an OSAA physical form (Athletic physicals are good for 2 years; 

forms are on the SSD website and also at the SMS and SHS offices) 

All school fines and fees must be cleared 

Completed Family ID online enrollment (Please see instructions below) 

Pay-to-Play Sports Fees: Please make all sports payments, ASB card payments, and Fines/Fee 

Payments at either SMS or SHS Athletic Office. A $120.00 pay-to-participate fee will be 

charged to each SSD participant per sport, per season. If an individual student plays more than 

two Sisters School District sports in a school year the third SMS sport is discounted to $80.  

Scholarship assistance is available.  

Helpful information to Register Online: 1.)  Health Insurance Information 2.) Doctor and 

Dentist Information  3.  Emergency contact phone numbers  4.  Electronic copy of cleared OSAA 

Athletic physical form to be uploaded.  (If we have a current hard copy on file in the SHS 

Athletic Office, it is NOT necessary to upload) 

How to Register Online:  https://www.familyid.com/sisters-school-district 

Follow these steps: 

1. To find your program, click on the link provided by the Organization above and select the 

registration form under the word Programs. 

https://www.familyid.com/sisters-school-district
https://www.familyid.com/sisters-school-district
https://www.familyid.com/sisters-school-district
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2. Next click on the green Register Now button and scroll, if necessary, to the Create 

Account/Log In green buttons. If this is your first time using FamilyID, click Create 

Account. Click Log In, if you already have a FamilyID account. 

3. Create your secure FamilyID account by entering the account owners First and Last 

names (parent/guardian), E-mail address and password. Select I Agree to the FamilyID 

Terms of Service. Click Create Account. 

4. You will receive an email with a link to activate your new account. (If you don’t see the 

email, check your E-mail filters (spam, junk, etc.). 

5. Click on the link in your activation E-mail, which will log you in to FamilyID.com 

6. Once in the registration form, complete the information requested. All fields with a red* 

are required to have an answer. 

7. Click the Continue button when your form is complete. 

8. Review your registration summary.  

Payment: 

No Payment is required at the time of online registration.  Sports payments can be made at SMS, 

SHS, or on Sports Information Night. 

Click the green Submit button.  After selecting submit, the registration will be complete and you 

will receive an email confirmation from FamilyID. 

At any time, you may login at www.familyid.com to update your information and to check your 

registration(s).  To view a completed registration, select the 'Registration' tab on the blue bar. 

Important Dates 

October 1: District Latino Family Night 6-8pm 

October 7-11: Fall Book Fair 

October 11: No School, State-wide In-Service 

October11-13: ECoS Strawberry Mt Trip 

October 14: Movie Series #1: Like 6pm 

October 21: ECoS Forestry Field Studies (1-6pm) 

October 23 & 24: Evening Conferences (10/23), All Day Conferences (10/24) 

October 24: No School for Students (Conferences) 
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October 25: No School 

October 25-27: ECoS Tree Climbing 

October 28-November 1: Spirit Week (Monday: PJ Day, Tuesday: Trendy Tuesday, Wednesday: 

Twins Day, Thursday: Halloween, Friday: Super Fan Friday) 

October 30: ECoS Fire Ecology Field Studies (1-5pm) 

October 30: Coffee with the Principal: Info on Title 1 2:30pm (*Changed from 10/31) 

Thank you! 

● Many thanks to the Sisters Folk Festival, we absolutely loved dancing along and hearing 

a wide-variety of musical talents! 

● Many thanks to the art galleries and artists that hosted our students on their walking tour!  

● Many thanks to the teachers and volunteers who have taken our students into the great 

outdoors! 

● Many thanks to our teachers that double as coaches for instilling the importance of 

exercise and SEL (social-emotional) health! 

  

 

 


