
November Newsletter 

A Note from the Principal 

Dear SMS Families, 

  As we approach the season of thanksgiving, let us 
pause to reflect on the many splendors in which 

we have to be thankful.  I’m incredibly thankful for collaboration amongst our district, the 
partnerships with the community, SMS families and students, our top notch SMS faculty and 
staff, and for the joy that these students bring to our building each day.  Our days are filled with a 
myriad of emotions each day, but when looking with a keen eye, there is so much to be proud of, 
to find delight in and to see the good in humankind. 

 SMS Families, thank you so much for attending student-led conferences. Our student led 
conferences were incredibly well attended.  We value the home-school partnership and are 
thankful for your attendance.   

As we enter the cooler months of the holiday season, please double check that your student is 
dressed appropriately for the weather.  We will continue to go outside for recess each day unless 
we are faced with extreme cold or wet weather.   

In this month’s newsletter, please read on for important information regarding handbook 
reminders attendance, our first movie in the year long movie series, new staff, events and 
learning opportunities and much more. 

Your partner in education, 

Mrs. Haney (Baglien) 

A Note from our Assistant Principal on Attendance 

Dear Sisters Middle School Families,  

As November hits we are in full swing as students tackle the 2019-2020 school year - it’s an 

exciting time for all of us!    This school year, Sisters School District is adopting a “Strive for 
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95” attendance campaign to promote good student attendance. This campaign asks students to 

strive for 95% attendance, which translates to two (2) or fewer absences per quarter.     

Good attendance means coming to school on time and staying all day-every day, which is key to 

every child’s success. After all, students must be present to learn!   All absences add up--excused 

and unexcused. Students who are absent two (2) days a month end up missing 18 days per school 

year. The Oregon Department of Education defines this as chronically absent. Students who are 

chronically absent are more likely to not read at grade level, to have lower math and reading test 

scores, to repeat a grade, and to drop out of high school. Please help your child succeed in school 

by building the habit of good attendance.  

Make attending school every day a priority unless your child is truly sick (such as with fever or 

vomiting). Plan vacations when school is out and ask your medical professionals to provide 

appointments after school. EVERY DAY counts - even half days and days before or after the 

holidays. 

Sisters School District wants all children to achieve at their highest potential.  Therefore, we are 

asking every family to “Strive for 95” meaning your child misses two (2) or fewer absences each 

quarter. We will be sending more information, materials and tips about attendance throughout 

this school year. Please partner with us to make school attendance a priority so we can help all of 

our children learn, achieve, and succeed. 

Mr. Roth, Assistant Principal of Student Success 

A Note from our Instructional Coach on Student Led Conferences 

Hello SMS Families- 

We recently concluded Student Led Conferences here at Sisters Middle School. My hope is that 

your child was able to share both strengths and areas of growth with you. Your student was 

encouraged to create a goal (or two) to help focus them in the weeks and months to come. Please 

keep that conversation going. Ask questions that get your child to reflect on their progress. Some 

questions may be:  
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● What is one hurdle in the way of your goal achievement?

● What is your plan of action or the steps needed to make progress?

● Why do you think it’s important to track your progress?

● How can we partner together to help you achieve your goal?

We know as parents that sometimes having a conversation isn’t enough. We need more tools and 

resources to ponder and consider. If you feel like you’re in this place, please reach out to either 

myself or your child’s teacher. Let us partner with you! We are happy to help support you in 

finding additional resources or digging deeper to formulate a plan of action.  

Together, we can help your child continue on their path to success. 

Warmly, 
Erika Velikonia, Instructional Coach 

Notes from the Front Office 

Student Messages 

Please call the office no later than 2:15pm for messages to be delivered to your student. We are 
unable to guarantee that messages can be delivered after that time. 

Absences & First Period Tardies 

Parents and guardians, please remember that we need a written or verbal note on each day that 
your child is late or not attending school.  

Lost and Found 

Families, please check the lost and, hopefully, found.  We are a few months into school and our 
lost and found is already overflowing with clothes, lunch boxes, water bottles amongst other 
items. 
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ECoS 

ECoS students ascend and 
descend ropes into the high canopy 
of an old-growth forest to study 
forest growth, ecology, and canopy 
lichen diversity.    

Cooper and Molly hang out in the 
first live branches of "Big Doug" at 
120'.   This enormous Douglas fir is 
several hundred years old and nearly 
180' tall.  They'll climb branches to 
just below the top. 

Yearlong Movie Series 

Our first community movie of the year, Like, was a success.  We look forward to having even 
more families join in December for our next movie, Angst. Angst https://angstmovie.com is 
centered around anxiety.  

1st Quarter Report Cards 

Your child’s first report card will be mailed out in the next week.  Please use the information 
gained from student-led conferences in conjunction with the report card to assist your child in 
planning for next quarter and beyond.   
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Handbook Reminders 

Phones 

Per our handbook, phones and all technology are to be put away prior to entering school. They 
are to remain off and in lockers for the duration of the day. We have given many reminders, as 
we begin the next quarter, phones will be taken and kept in the office until the end of the day if 
they are out of lockers.  If a cell phone issue persists, we will ask parents to keep phones at 
home. 

Clothing 

Any clothing that becomes a distraction to the learning environment is an issue.  Please ensure 
that while the ‘oversized shirt’ trend continues that we must be able to see some sort of clothing 
under the shirt.  If we can’t see your child’s clothing underneath, we will provide alternative 
clothing until the parent can bring adequate clothing.  Along these same lines, jeans that have 
holes above mid-thigh must have tights, leggings or biking shorts beneath them.  Again we will 
provide alternative clothing until the parent can bring adequate clothing.  These rules are in place 
to provide the best learning environment possible for all students, we appreciate your support 
and understanding. 

New Staff 

Physical Education Teacher 

Hi Sisters Middle School! I love being a part of such a great school 
and district! I earned my Bachelors of Science at Calpoly San Luis 
Obispo with a concentration in Physical Education. I have had the 
pleasure of teaching middle school PE for 20 years and recently 
moved to Oregon a year ago.  
 
My outside school life includes raising my three children, going to 

Groove Yoga, working part time at lululemon, boxing, reading, and going to the latest movie. 
 
I am looking forward to a great year at Sisters Middle School  and getting to know my new 
students!  Please reach out to me if you have any questions!  My email is julee.davies@ssd6.org 
 
Special Education Para-Professional We welcome Sue Wessel to our SMS team, we are happy 
to have you on our staff! 
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After School Clubs 

Sisters Folk Festival, in conjunction with Sisters School District, presents: 

AFTER-SCHOOL STRINGS PROGRAM  

FOR INTERMEDIATE LEVEL STUDENTS IN GRADES 5-8 Tuesdays & Thursdays from 
3:30 to 4:30 • Sisters Middle School November 5 to December 19, 2019 

This 7-week program is designed for strings students who are intermediate or beyond in their 
playing. Instruments will be available to rent for the program.  

(Complete Flyer attached below.) 
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Support our Choir Teacher, Mr. Johnson in his Production of Freaky Friday 
at the HS 
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HDESD Parent Training Opportunity 

Free Parent Training!  Visit this link:  bit.ly/sms-fpt 

Notes & Dates 
● November 7: 8th Grade Fall Retreat - Dry Canyon 
● November 8: Veteran’s Day Assembly at HS 
● November 11: Veteran’s Day, No School 
● November 21: Coffee with the Principal 2:30pm  

Addressing Common Middle School Challenges (i.e. Vaping, Social Media etc.) 
● November 22: November Assembly (pm) 
● November 25-29: Thanksgiving Break, No School 

Thank you! 

● Tremendous thanks to all the families that participated in our Student Led Conferences! 

● Many thanks to the elementary, middle and high school families that attended our first of 
four movie nights.  The movie Like, regarding social media, technology and its effects 
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was very well received.  We look forward to seeing even more families at Angst in 
December. 

● Huge shout out to the Parent Collaboration Team whom orchestrated drinks and 
sustenance for our faculty and staff during conferences. 

 

 


