
 
 

 
 

April 22, 2021 

Dear SMS Families, 

It continues to be a pleasure to have your students in school each day.  We are thankful 
that we have been able to stay in school since our January return with no cohort or 
grade level quarantines.  I'd attribute our successes to two main factors: 1.) the 
diligence of our faculty and staff to enforce and maintain COVID protocols and 2.) each 
SMS family doing their part by following our COVID protocols, most especially, keeping 
students home when they are experiencing a primary symptom or more than one 
secondary symptom, the wearing of masks each day, and the regularly cleaning and 
sanitation of ones hands. 

With that being said, it is no secret that Deschutes County has seen a rise in COVID 
cases over the last few weeks, and it is certainly no secret that we are all more than 
ready to get back to "normal," but we aren't there yet, even with beautiful spring 
weather.  As such, the time is now to ensure we keep our guard up to protect the safety 
of our students, staff and community.   

Please remember, the following are nonnegotiable: 1.) Students must be masked all 
day at school other than when given a teacher approved mask break (several of which 
are offered throughout the day), further, students must be in a double layered mask that 
is secure from nose to chin.  The only exceptions to this rule are when a family has 
documentation of a medical concern that prohibits them from wearing a traditional mask 
or when an accommodation for an alternate safe guard has been written into a legal 
learning plan, and 2.) Students must remain within their assigned cohorts until we reach 
a level of safety that wouldn't negatively effect a whole grade if there was a positive 
case. 

We know this has been a long haul and it's difficult to continue with such measures.  We 
all feel it, but we wouldn't be reminding everyone about and maintaining such measures 
if it wasn't in the best interest of all so that our students can stay in school. 

Lastly, we understand that not all families have the same level of comfort with all things 
COVID, if you feel your child would be more successful or comfortable in one of our 
SEO programs from home, please reach out and we can provide more information. 

With sincere thanks and appreciation for keeping our school as safe as can be, 

Mrs. Haney 


